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e Matthew 14:22-33

e Mark 6:45-51

e John 6:16-21

 What do we see in common?
 What do we see that’s different?

« WWhat stands out in particular to you and why?

e John’s gospel was written 30-40 years after
the others; so, he may not have been led to
repeat many of the details already given.




Overview, Mechanics, Setting:
 Disciplesrowing to Capernaum by way of
Bethsaida:

— departed after 6:00 p.m. sometime
—walted at Bethsaida until it was dark

e Gennesaret - plain or city near Capernaum on

the west side of Sea of Galilee.

e Seaof Galilee:
— 700 ft. below sealevel.
— 14 mileslong and 6 miles wide.
— Situated In “ Jordan Rift”.
— Surrounding hillsare 2,000 ft. above sealevel.




Overview, Mechanics, Setting (cont’ d):
o Steep elevation drop causes fierce stormsto
come down, similar to our Lake Powell.

e 4th watch is3:00 - 6:00 am.
—watches start: 6-9 p.m. in 3 hour shifts

 From 6-9 p.m. to 3-6 am. (» 6-9 hours) the

disciples rowed 3-4 miles.
e Stadion (pl. Stadia) » 1/8th mile
 5th miraculous sign given in John's gospsdl.




Purpose:

e It reads almost as If Jesus had yet another test
for hisdisciples, the true and false ones.

* The Bible spends alot of time comparing the

true disciplesto the false. (wheat and tares,
good and bad fish, sheep and goats, those

within and those standing outside, wise and
foolish virgins, wise and foolish slaves with
talents, good ground and bad, apostates, those
that fall away, continue in sin). Why??

e Because, thisis a serious matter!




Purpose (cont’ d):
e \We mustn’'t be deceived or even decealve
ourselves.

e Thisshort story gives us another comparison

between true and false disciples and how Jesus
deals with each.




Verses 16-21:

e Jesus “saw” thar struggles.

* Divine sovereignty, omnipotence, and
omniscience are never in ahurry!

 Jesus walked out to them rather quickly.
 Many of these guys were fishermen (as many

as 7?); so, they were most likely used to
storms and being out at dark on the water.

* Thought they were seeing aghost. Believein
ghosts? How brave are you in a cemetery??




Verses 16-21 (cont’ d):
e Thisisone of the most known of Jesus
miracles.

« Walking along the shore? |mmediately there?
—Too far out to see someone on shore
— Experienced fishermen this mistaken?

—Had to be close enough to hear over the wind.

—50-100 yards off shore could have been their plan,
but 50-100 yards is usually over your head.

—Why bother getting in the boat?
—Why did Peter sink?




Verses 16-21 (cont’ d):
« Walking along the shore? Immediately there?

— They were scared because they thought he was a
ghost and he was somewhere he shouldn’t be and
he probably startled them coming up fast.

e What do you think?

e 4 signsfor the price of 1.
—Jesus walked on water
— Peter walked on water
—Wind and storm stopped
—Warp speed to destination




Verses 16-21 (cont’ d):
* And how did they respond?

— Matt 14:33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped
him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

— They responded with adoration, worship, and praise.
— The response of true disciples!

 Thismiraclewas|[is] for believers.

« Along with “examine/compare” and “remember”, It
seems that the other predominant words of our
master are “fear not”, “don’t let your heart be
troubled”, “come to me you who are heavy laden”,

“1 am with you.”




Verses 16-21 (cont’ d):
This miracle illuminates the response of true
believers and is for true believers!

We have resources at our disposal that are not
known to the world. (Likethe fish and loaves.)

“In the midst of life's storms, | am here with you.
Do not be afraid.”

We do not fear because we are so smart we can
figure away out, or because we have wealth or
wealthy friends, or influence, or whatever. We “fear
not” because Jesus Iswith us and heisin charge.

Why don’t we believe this?
On the starting line of 20087 Scary? nah...




After thought...
 John shows us 3 things here:

* The proper response of true disciples of Christ.

e The unlimited resources at the disposal of
believers.

e Fish/Loaves - Dark Storm - Jesus arrives

— Sacrifice of Jesus' flesh for the world
— Terrible night and darkness that followed
— Triumphant and glorious resurrection

A foretaste of glory to come...




V erses 22-29:

* These folks wanted to follow Jesus and were quite
resourceful at it; but their motives were wrong.

e Where wasthar focus?

* One way we can examine ourselvesis by looking at
the fruit of motives.

 Anindication of afalse disciple isther almost
compl ete focus on things of the world vice the
things of God.

nat do we talk about?

nat to we think about?

nat do we read?

nat do we dream about?




Verses 22-29 (cont’ d):
 Dowewant God or the things God gives us?
|s he Lord or Genie?
Focus on worldly things makes us an easy target for
false promises of personal prosperity.
How did Jesus respond?

— Heignored their superficial questions and addressed the
deeper 1ssue of their sinful motives.

Truly, truly... (pay attention!!)

Jesus did not need anyone to tell him what wasin a
man, omniscient Jesus knew these people’s hearts.




Verses 22-29 (cont’ d):
« \We cannot seek God for things, but only for him.

* Nothing, nothing is to come between you and God.
not family, wealth, health, well being, peace, world
causes, acts of mercy, even his gift of eternal life.

ne question is posed in EE from God, “Why should

et you into my heaven?’ for the unbeliever.

nave often thought that a similar question should
be asked of us believers. “Why do you want to be in
my heaven?’ What Is our motive?

Do we want intimacy and the closest possible
fellowship and happiness with our Creator, or do we
want the things he provides? 15




Verses 22-29 (cont’ d):

e Our Lord willsthat every person be active and
diligent in the service in which providence has
placed him. Thisis not an excuse to go on the dole.

e Butitishiswill also that employment and all the
concerns of life be subservient to the interest of our

relationship with God and the eternal destination of
our soul. What isit that livesforever?

e Our souls! And our new body... one day.
* What food can our souls receive for eternal life?




Verses 22-29 (cont’ d):

« Everything that can be possessed, except the
salvation of God, Isa perishing thing; thisisits
essential character. But when the earth and its
produce are burned up, this bread of Christ, his
grace and salvation, will remain eternally. Thisis
the portion after which an immortal soul should

seek. Grace and salvation = “soul food”

“... God the Father has placed his seal of approval.”
By this expression our Lord points out the
commission which, as Messiah, he received from
the Father to be prophet, king, and priest to an
Ignorant and sinful world.




Verses 22-29 (cont’ d):
e [Work the works of God?| That Is, Divine works, or
such as God can approve.

e [Thisisthework of God] Thereis nothing inwhich
you can be employed that Is more acceptable to God
than in yielding to the evidence set before you,

acknowledging Jesus as Messiah and the savior of
the lost world, and yielding to him as Lord of your
life, 1.e., “believing In him.”




