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Let’s look at some of the “mechanics’ of these verses first, and then look at some of the overall messages.

Chapter 7 and 8 usher in a new section of John’s gospel, where the smoldering resentment of Christ seen in chapters
1-6 burst forth into outright oppasition: the beginning of the road to crudifixion.

{1} After thesethings Jesus was walking in Galilee, for He was unwilling to walk in Judea because the
Jews wer e seeking to kill Him.

v.1 “After these things’ (His teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum at the time of the Passover —which is when?
March/April), Jesusremained and confined His ministry to Galilee because why? (v.1) If Jesus was on God’stime,
doing God' s will, sent by God, why would He be or act so cautioudly like this? (Mat 4:5-7)

{2} Now thefeast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was near.

v.2 Feast of Tabernaclesis asoknown as Feast of Booths. What' sthat all about and when isit? The Feast of
Tabernaclesis an 8-day (7 days followed by a 1-day festival assembly wrapping up) celebration of the Fall harvest
and a commemoration of God’ s goodness to His people during their desert wanderings after leaving Egypt.
Celebrated in Sept/Oct (15" of Tisri), it was a very popular ingathering: lots of festivities. One of the major 3 feasts
requiring males to travel to Jerusalem. The peaple built booths or shelters made of sticks/limbs and boughs as their
ancestors did, and livein them for 7 days — the precursor to camping out. They built these things on roof tops, in
streets, wherever space was available and literally moved into them.

So Mar/Apr to Sept/Oct — What' s Jesus been up to for 6 months? The other gospd s record that Jesus covered
Galilee extensively (“gone over 4 or 5 times”) during this time teaching, healing, performing miracles, and even
feeding another 4,000-sized group. But most of this time was spent deveoping His disciples—the 12. He taught
them considerably. His plan was to build up this core group to carry on after He was gone —plan A, B, and C.

{3} ThereforeHisbrotherssaid toHim, “L eave here and go into Judea, sothat Your disciples also
may see Your workswhich You are doing. {4} “For no one does anything in secret when he himself
seeksto beknown publicly. If You dothese things, show Yourself to theworld.” {5} For nat even
His brotherswere believing in Him.

v.3-5 Brothers? Who were Jesus brothers? Mat 13:55-56 — James, Joseph, Simon, Judas (Jude). Half brothers.
Evidently Jesus had sisters as well (v.56). The brothers comments seem to be motivated by the fact that they were
expecting a pditical Messah (hencethe political advice) and that they had not beieved in Jesus yet and wanted to
see more proof.

Look at the challenge they extend and the advice they give:
Y ou need to get out of this country town and into the real world of the big city before real crowds and
credentialed peoples.
Y our people down there need to see you again and witness all these miracles too.
Y ou need to be out in the limdight, not working in secret.
If you are whom you say, get out there and blow your own trumpet.

Seems like maybe some sound advice, which wée Il discuss|ater.

Jesus brothers arean interesting study. Often it isharder for those who are dosest to someone to receive a message
from them than it isto hear from atotd stranger. Acts 1:14 tdls us something about Jesus' brothers later. And we
know that James and Jude write episles and Jamesislater the head of the church in Jerusalem. So, somewhere they

got he message.



{6} So Jesus said to them, “My timeisnat yet here, but your timeis alwaysopportune. {7} “The
world cannot hate you, but it hatesMe because | testify of it, that its deeds areevil. {8} “Go up tothe
feast yourselves; | donot go up to this feast because My time has nat yet fully come.” {9} Having said
these thingstothem, He stayed in Galilee. {10} But when His brothershad gone up to the feast, then
He Himself also went up, nat publicly, but asif, in secret.

Jesus is on adiving timetable/schedule. Any time was ok for them because they didn’t face hostility in Judea and
they were expected to bethere. The Feast of Tabernacles was the wrong feast to make Himself known and give His
life. What feast would be more appropriate of the big 3? God's sovereignty, man’s responsibility. Jesus knew
(even if He didn’t know the time precisely) the Scriptures. John the Baptist said, “ behold the Lamb that takes away
the sin of theworld.” The lamb sacrifice, applying its blood to the door post, and the passing over of the Angel of
Desth is apicture of what? Jesus family didn’t even understand.

“The world cannot hate you,” becausethey were part of it and the world lovesitsown. Youfitin. You live like
them. You don't challenge them. Arewe guilty here too? They hated Jesus because He told them the truth and
exposed them. We hate the truth about ourselves so much that we change our own speech to make it soft and fuzzy.
We call it an “affair” instead of adultery. We call them “less fortunate” instead of poor or homeless or sometimes
bums. We call them “vertically challenged” instead of short. PC is sometimes the enemy of the truth. Likeatourist
brochure for San Francisco, what do you think it will contain, the seedy truth? The truth causesaresponse! We kid
ourselves so much. Jesus would not do that. The world hated Him. It'svile.

Some accuse Jesus of lying here. “I’'m not going.” Then Hegoes. Some translations have the word “yet” after the
“not” in v.8a. The manuscripts are split about 50/50 on that. It is unlikely that “not yet” was replaced by “not.”
But... it'sirrelevant; between v.8 and v.10, Jesus' time came. His meaning is clear, He didn’t want to go with them
and the caravan of attention, nor would He play into the hands of the Jewish leaders and let them take Hislife ye.
“be shrewd as a serpents, and innocent as doves.” (Ma 10:16)

Jesus headed to Jerusalem secretly, probably through Samaria. And as wewill seelater (v.14), He probably didn’t
arrive until themiddle of the feast. He probably traveled with His disciples because they show up later too. Some
say Luke 9:51-56 describesHis trip through Samaria.

{11} So theJews were seeking Him at the feast and were saying, “WhereisHe?' {12} Therewas
much grumbling among the crowds concer ning Him; some were saying, “Heisa good man”; others
wer e saying, “ No, on the contrary, Heleads the people agray.” {13} Yet noone was speaking openly
of Him for fear of the Jews.

Jesus found the place abuzz with talk of and interest in Him. The Jews (Jewish |eaders) were looking for Him. And
the crowd (common faks) were al grumbling, muttering, murmuring, whispering about Him, trying to decide if He
was a good guy or bad guy: agreat “happening” with juicy talk and events and intrigue. Was Jesus agood man?
Did Heteach men to violate the Sabbath and |ead them astray of the Law? Good men don’t claim to be God!

But can’t you see the Gestapo (secret German police) lurking about and listening, ready to pounce? So everyone
kept it hush hush. Aswe will see later, the Jewish leaders hated and rejected Jesus, but no official judgment or
statement had been made regarding Him. The people were on guard. They couldn’t afford (due to

excommuni cation being a big deal) to publicly contradict their leaders in those days and in that culture and there
generally wasn't a mechanism faor properly voicing opposition —too much corruption and power at gake. Sound
familiar?

Some discussion and overview thoughts.

Divine Timing:
God is sovereign and in complete control of every situation and isworking it al out for His glory and our (His
children) good. Histiming is perfect:

Gal 4:4 But in the fullness of time

Rom 5:6 at the right time

1Tim 2:6 at the proper time



1 Tim 6:14-15 at the proper time
Tit 1:3 at the proper time
Acts 1:6-7 times or epochs... fixed by His own authority

Everything God ordains for us is perfectly planned and timed. “The unbelieving world seeshistory as an
unexplained succession of almost random events —look at the determinist philosophy. But, in contrast, the Bible
portrays history as a purposeful and perfect outworking of God’s eternal plan.” J. MacArthur.

Political advicefor the church:
The advice Jesus' brothers give him seems natural and reasonable: practical, worldly advice. But there was one key
element missing, they didn’t bdieve in Him.

We often take the world’ s patterns and advice and schemes and map them as wisdom into the church. We need to
take care at this. Aswe can see, the world' s advice with Jesus was to make Him a palitical Messiah-King. God's
plan here & this time was for Messiah to be the suffering servant.

God has plans for us His church aso, and we need to plug in to those plans and not the world's. Forget the great
programs of man and gick with the “how to” that God has given in His Word. Kind of like The Way of the Master
theme, “What Did Jesus Do?" Discover and utilize our spiritual giftsin what isright before us: family, neighbors,
friends wherever weare. Weare trying to do and see this with our new direction of leadership and philosophy of
ministry here at Immanuel. If we understand the plan and purpose, we can know exactly what to do on God’s
timetable



