John 8:12-30 SS Notes, June 22, 2008

Vv Let'slook at some “big picture” ideas thismorning. (writing: Mene Mene Tekd Upharsin - judgment)
What is God' s ultimate vision for us and this physcal universe? Rev 21:1-5; 22:1-5
Do you ever think of such things? Sometimes the darkness (evil, ignorance, rebdlion, etc.) of thisworld
just drives me there for solace.
| wasrefleting on thetotal self-absorption of both sides of our palitical stage and the darkness thereof and
it depressed me.
Peoplewalk in darkness. We livein adark world. People seek frantically for the truth without the facility
tofindit. That'swhat Jesus cameto give: thetruth.
Interesting concept or metgphor “walking in the light” or “walking in darkness.” Wonder why it’s not
lightness?
Prov 2:13; 4:19; 1sa 5:20; Rom 1:21; Eph 4:18; Ecc 2:14; John 12:35 — yet they love the darkness: John
3:19.
Acts 26:18; Col 1:13; 1 Pet 2:9
It's our jobto spread the truth —light — for we are the light of the world.
Vv (Read passage) v.12-30

@  After our break in flow from 7:53-8:11, we come back to Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles where

everything was set up to remind the Israglites of their forefathers’ time in the wilderness.

8 They lived temporarily in little booths mad of tree limbs to remind them of the tentsin the wilderness

§ Each day water from the pod of Sloam was poured out over the alter to remind them of God
providing water from the rock.

§ Each evening they lit these huge candel abras (menorahs probably, 2-4 of them) in the Court of
Women, which pushed light into the sky like search lights, symbolizing the pillar of fire they followed
in the wilderness.

§  Just as Jesus linked himself with the water, “1f anyone thirsts, et him come to me.” So he linked
himself with the candle lighting, by saying he was the “Light of the World.”
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v o v.12
@ “Light of the World.” What does he mean by that? (John 1:4-5; 9:5; 12:46)
@ Just what hesays, if you follow me you will not walk in darkness (evil, confusion, ignorance, error), but
you will have light (illumination, revelation, spark, truth, abundance) that gives life
§ Hesad it another way: “I am the way, the truth, the life” The way (where we go to), the truth
(redlity), and the life (spark, energy, purpose).
Thisis not some palitician promise like those we hear so frequently today.
When the world hurls 1,000’ s of explanations at you all the time, the way you re-ground isto listen to the
word, the truth of God.
@ What holds people back from coming to the light? (Eph 4:18; John 3:19) Summed up asignorance and
pride.

8 Thepillars of Satan’skingdom are ignorance and error. They can be knocked down, but the pillar of a
man, his pride, must go aswell. What we see in the next versesisalot of ignorance and pride.

@ lgnorance—holds many in darkness. Ignorance— never heard of Jesus, heard incorrect things about Jesus,
or don’t understand the truth about reality — task of us the church —we are also the light of the world (Matt

5:14)

v v.13-18
@ Chapters5-8 are very similar in structure and argument. They dismiss Jesus based on a legal technicality
here: only one witness, him! That seemsreasonableif you weren't looking for the truth, and you were
ignorant about all the facts.
@ Jesus very patiently walks them through that argument:

§ Don't jump to conclusions just yet.

8 | know more about methan you do. | know who | am and where | am from. Ever notice how solid
and confident people are who know who they are? Can stand assaults and accusations. They stand up
to oppresson. That should be espedally present in Christians assaulted by Satan and the world.

8  “You rgect my claims because you only judge by appearances. Y ou do not know meatal. Your
judgment is supeficial.” (7:24) Are we guilty too?

§ Lastly, there ARE 2 witnesses, me and my Father. And His (the Father’s) witness was:

Great signs and wonders (John 3:1-2)

Inner conviction in the heart of believers (7:46 — “Never has a man spoken the way this man
speaks.”)

Fulfillment of the Scriptures.
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8 Unbelief isnever convinced regardiess of the evidence — must be born again!

v.19-20

@ Theinvisiblehand of God the Fether restrained them. Heis speaking openly in avery public place in the
temple and is not concerned —amazing! (Court of Women, Treasury, 13 trumpet shaped vessels to receive
offerings, 13" for women)

@ Matt 11:27 — You just don't know God.

v.21-23

@ 1’'mgoing back to the Father but you will not join methere.

@ You haveto read the Pharisees’ words sarcastically. They believed those who committed suicide went to
the deepest place in Hades where they would never go of course. Pride.

@ “Your thinkingis limited to thisworld — listen to me.”

v.24-27

If we“diein our sins’” where shall we spend eternity? Not with Christ | would guess.

Did Jesus teach and preach hdl-fire and damnation? Isit true? IsHell areal place?

Unlesswhat? You believel am! The “He” isnot in the Greek. Mineisitalicized indicating addition for

clarity. Ex 3:14 in Septuagint —ego eimi. Same here. Clear?

“Who are you?’ Probably more like, “Who do you think you are?’

Jesus says, “same as |’ ve been telling you all along from the start.”

“There is mare than enough here to condemn you, but | have more, truth given to me by the one who sent

me.”

@ They dtill didn’t connect the dots! How blind we are without God! Do you seeit al around you?

v.28-29

@ Thereiscoming aday when you will lift up the Son of man and then you will know that “1 am”, and that |
give you the truth of God.

@ But | amnot afraid of that time because He that sent meis with meaways It comforted Jesus; it should
comfort us.

v.30

@ BAM! The same sun that hardens clay also melts wax!

@ Thecross, the sacrificethe trust and faith melted some of their hearts.

@ Matt 27:54 “Truly this was the Son of God.”
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High Points— Chapter 8
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Jesus came from the Father, from Heaven — states this many times and many ways.

Jesuswas telling them the truth, reality asit really is.

Jesus tells them they do not know God because they do not believe and understand the One He sent, Him.

Jesus told them that if they followed Him, abided in His words, honored Him, listened to Him, then they would
be free, have thelight of life (know truth), go to the Father with Him, do the deeds of Abraham.

Jesus takes the time to address all their “finer”, misguided arguments: legal, demon, freedom/davery, following
God versus following the devil.

What does Jesus mean when he says “you shall diein your sins,” or “you shall be free,” or “shall never see
death,” or “never taste death” ?

Application
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Unbelievers are held captive; they are trapped by sin, ignorance, pride, and error.

God opens the ears, eyes, mind, heart — man — to the truth by His Spirit and His Word.

“Unbelief” resultsin God' s wrath and His wrath is eternal (John 3:36; Matt 25:46).

As Jesus called Himself the “light of the world,” He also calls us“thelight of the world” (Matt 5:13-16) So we
are to imitate Christ and give men the truth.

Death means separation. Life means connection. That appliesto physcal, spiritual, and eternal.

Darknessvs. Light & Error/Liesvs. Truth.



