Sunday, January 28, 2007 Notes:

Order of events:

Opening prayer.

Praise God with song.

Praise God with corporate prayer: list some concerns or areas of focus.
Praise God with study of His Word.

Close with blessng and reminder of the Gogpel.

grwpdpE

Greetings What's going on with Sunday evenings? Wdl, even though Vince and family in Malawi,
Sunday evening really isn’t going to change fromits original course. Back in the October/November time
frame, Vincetricked meinto agreeing to teach a sesson on Sunday evening: what a wonderful coincidence
that it corresponds directly with their sabbatical. We're pretty much going to stay with our normal
activities (singing, prayer, study) over the next 12 weeks (think of it as Lent). We will deviate some in that
one weekend per month | have to attend to my Navy Reserve duties. | travel to Akron, Ohio where |
command agroup of sailors and we work for an organization called Naval Sea Systems Command
(NAVSEA). We support engineering activities at the Naval Surface Wafare Center in Crane, Indiana. We
also support Surge Maintenance shipyard activities in Puget Sound, Norfolk, Portsmouth, and Pearl Harbor
shipyards. Also, if | get recalled, things will probably change.

But why isit Walker you ask? No spedal reason. Justthat I'm willing. Most likely it was a ploy so that
when Vincereturns you will bereally glad to have him back. We are very blessed to have some of the best
Bible teachers at this church that I’ ve ever experienced. | fed really inadequate by comparison. But, |
know in my weakness God shows His strength. | am really impressed at the level of God-centered
knowledge, and knowledge otherwise, found in my family hereat Immanuel.

Goals for Sunday evenings (dways have goals):

1. Glorify God and help us draw nigh unto Him.

2. It's Sunday evening: alessformal, morerelaxed time to come together to enjoy God and our
Christian fellowship and to learn some good things.

3. | need thetraining, practice, and material to fulfill a personal goal of mine. One day | would like
to work in an itinerant mode helping pastors take some much needed time off.

4. Nottorunontoolong. | will need help to gauge how much material is gopropriate.

5. If possible grow our evening attendance... at least don’t run everyone off.

Anything particular about me? | am not a Bible scholar or a pastor or a seminary student; basicdly, | have
no credentials whatsoever, except, | love my Lord Jesus and | try to walk close to Him and yield to God the
Holy Spirit. I've been in Baptist churchesall my life; so, | may see some things different that you —
different things are emphasized even amongst churches in the same denomination.

Things | require in my Bible studies — my expectations:

1. Activeparticipation and discussion. Ask. Comment. Enhance.

2. Please help meto be a better believer and teacher — any feedback to me is appreciated and will be
evaluated for my growth — even grammar!

3. Think and meditate about what God is saying to you. Try to take one thing away from our
meeting to “chew” on or that blesses you.

4. Challenge the gatus quo. Don’t be afraid to ask why? Just remember, sometimes the answer is,
“that’ s just the way it is.”

5. Enjoy yourself. If were not learning and enjoying the instruction of the Lord, even the hard stuff,
then we re not doing something right.

Tonight we begin our gudiesin the Gogpel according to John, the Book of John. A disciple (an apostle
actually), who was one of Jesus’ closest companions during His time on Earth, wrote thisgospel; itisa
very important document. We often talk about the difference between *knowing about” someone and



“knowing” someone; John probably knew Jesus as well as any human could. And he served and pondered
Jesus his entire life.

Whenever | begin a study on sometopic, | really like to get as much of the “big picture” view as | can —the
30,000 ft. aerial view if you will. 1t helps meto understand the “whys and wherefores’ of atopic. So, let’'s
try to take an overview look at the book of John.

Introduction to John slides.

*  What'sagospe?
— One of four distinct gospds (accounts) of the gospel (the good news of salvation in Jesus).
e Why four gospels?
— God'schoice (“that’s just the way it iS"). Several places in scripture imply the need for two or
three witnesses for judgment. (Deut 17:6); God gave usfour. God seems to like four witnesses
(Eze 1:5, 10:14, Rev 4:7)
*  What's a synoptic gospel ?
“syn” together, “optic” seeing: seeing together. Matthew, Mark, L uke are the synoptic gospels
because they have much in common: arrangement, content, wording, focus. Sources and order of
writing for the synoptic gospelsis of great scholarly interest.
» Thefour gospelsare our only reliable source about thelife of the central figure of the human race.

» John’sgospel is different (not radically) and iscalled “the unique gospel.” All four gospels portray
Jesus through the selected events of Hislife, climaxing at His death and resurrection.

»  Thethree synoptic gospds present a more factual story. John’s gospel is more of the thinking,
emotion, and meaning underlying the facts.

Synoptics John

covers ~ 1 year covers ~ 3 years

actions, facts, word pictures little action, specul ative discourse
~ 60 parables no parables

teaching “kingdom of God” teaching about Jesus

Gospd of John... just the facts ma’am...
* Author: John the Apastle, “the disdple whom Jesusloved.” Some argue for John the elder (adiscple
of John the apogtle), but most agree on John the apostle. more on John later
e Outline: Prologue (revelation, rejection, reception) 1:1-18
Revelation: 1:19- 6:71
Rejection: 7-12
Reception: 13-21
Epilogue: 21
*  When: circa85-95 AD. Most say around 85. Some believe 50-70 AD. Before the epistles of John.
*  Where Most likely, Ephesus.




Why: John 20:31 “...but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus isthe Christ, the Son of

God, and that by believing you may have lifein hisname.” [because of who Heig]

Theme throughout is “the deity of Christ.”

Primary intent was evangelistic - “so that you may believe’; athough, if it were read “ continue to

believe” it could have been written for the grengthening of the bdievers.

Book has been called

— TheHeart (or bosom) of Christ.

One comment | like...

— "l believe the writings of John have been blighted by more penitent tears and have won more
hearts for the Redeemer than al the rest put together.” Unk

Matthew writes for the Jews, and portrays Jesus as the Messiah so long awaited.

Mark writes for the Romans, and portrays Jesus as the Servant who makes wonders.

Luke writes for the Greeks, and portrays Jesus as the Son of man.

John writes for everybody, and portrays Jesus as the Son of God.

Peculiarities very symbolic. Concepts:

— life- used 36 times. Mare than any other book.

— witness (noun and verb) - used 47 times. Only 4 timesin synoptics combined.

— believe- used 98 times.

— world - used 78 times.

— love, truth, light, darkness, bread, water, shepherd, door, “I am”, “signs’ (significance rather than
action - not “miracles’)

John, with his unique portrayal, offers us a complementary view giving usafuller revelation of our

Lord and the things of God.

Oh the people we'll meet in John’s gogpel... (handout)

—  Pharisees, Sadducees, Scribes, Lawyers, Rabhis, Essenes, Zealots, Herodians, Friests, the High
Priest, Samaritans, Sanhedrin, Fdlowers of John the Baptist, Followers of the Way.

— “To understand the New Tesament properly, especially the life of Jesus as presented in the
Gospels, we need to learn about the wide variety of different Jewish groupsthat existed in the first
century.”

Oh the placeswe'll goin John’s gogpel... (handout)

But what about John?

— John son of Zebedee

— Johnthe Apostle

— John the disciple Jesus loved

— John the son of Thunder; Boanerges - sons of thunder

— John the Disdple of John the Baptist

— John the Apostle of Love.

Born: ~ thetime of Jesus; died ~98 AD.

Father: Zebedee (Matt 4:21).

Mother: Salome (Matt 27:56; Mark 15:40; Mark 16:1; Matt 20:20, John 19:25).



— Mother may have been sister of Mary, Jesus mother, making John a cousin of Jesus and John the
Baptist.

Y ounger brother of James the Apostle.

Trade: Fisherman

Along with Andrew, first 2 disdples of Jesus.

Member of Jesus most intimate inner circle: “ Peter, James, John”

Behind Luke and Paul, John wrote most in NT: John; 1,2,3 John, Rev.

Subject of lots of tradition and storiesthroughout church history.

Family seems to have been wdl off dueto having afishing business with hired hands (Mark 1:20).
Zebedee could have been of some importance. John was known to the High Priest (John 18:15-16).
Zebedee could have been a Levite. Salome may also have helped “finance” Jesusand Co. (Luke 8:3;
Mark 15:40).

Grew up and spent much of youth on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee. Spent many yearsin
Jerusalem after the crucifixion - never left Jerusalem and the care of Mary until she died. Then onto
Ephesus as pastor. Exiled tothe Island of Patmos where he lived in acave. Later to return and end his
earthly life in Ephesus (70-100 AD).

Once nicknamed the “son of Thunder,” and later called “the apostle of love” John’slife obvioudy has
astory to betold...

So, why study al these historical texts like John? Why isit important? What doesit have to do with

my lifeand struggles today? What are the applications of this information?

Studying history...

— iscritical because there isnothing new under the sun and those that don’t know their history are
doomed to repest it.

Learning the hard way...

— 1 onceheard it said that unless someone learns something the hard way, it won't stick with them.
Balderdash! Might as well throw away the entire Bible in that case. Learn the easiest way...

John’slifeistypical...

— of many of our Christian walks. We need to see and take comfort that our Sovereign God is
fashioning us into thelikeness of Christ.

You can see alot from 30,000 ft...

— agood overview can help one seethe “whys’ of the stories.

Facts and figures...

— Knowledge. Knowledge is a key defense against our adversary, the Father of Lies, against
ignorance, against wolves and false teachers: defend yourself, stand for theright armed with truth
and knowledge and wisdom.



