
The Gospel – A Concise Definition 

 

The Gospel is that message which announces what a man must believe in order to obtain the forgiveness 

of sins from and reconciliation with God.  Each man has failed to keep the law of God and has 

transgressed it, his corrupted nature, thoughts, words, and deeds war against that law, and he is 

therefore subject to the wrath of God, to death, to temporal miseries, and to the punishment of hell-fire.  

The content of the Gospel is this, that the Son of God, Christ our Lord, himself took the form of a man, 

lived a perfect life under the law, paid the required penalty for all our sins with his atoning sacrificial death, 

and conquered hell and death with his resurrection from the dead, and that this is an historical reality, to 

which the church testifies.  It is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone that this message is 

believed and we reenter that perfect relationship with God, obtaining the forgiveness of sins and being set 

free from death and all the punishments of sin, and are eternally saved to be forever with God [1]. 

 

2 Cor 5: {18} All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation: {19} that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting people’s sins against them.  And he has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation.  {20} We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 

appeal through us.  We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

 

 

[1] Reword of Lutheran Confession: The Solid Declaration of the Formula of Concord V 20 


